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This policy has been reviewed and updated following consultation

with staff, parents and pupils during the Autumn term 2015.
At Plat Douet School we are very committed to building strong home/school links. We know that education is most effective where there is a positive partnership between home and school. We hope that homework/learning at home will increase a child’s enjoyment of learning and his/her understanding. We know that it is crucial that we offer support to parents so that there is a better understanding of how learning can be further extended at home. In this policy, homework refers to any work or activity which children are asked to do outside of lesson time, usually with parents or carers.

Through this policy we aim to ensure consistency of approach throughout the school by outlining the purpose, types and amount of homework set. We recognise the fact that the purpose of homework may change as pupils get older and that the needs of the individual pupil should be taken into account. 

As a staff, we give careful consideration to making homework suitable and well balanced across the school. Homework complements and assists teaching and learning and can be an integral part of the pupil’s learning process, offering an opportunity for parents to share in their child’s progress. 

We believe homework works best when: 

· Children and parents/carers are very clear about what they need to do. 

· Parents and carers are treated as partners in their child’s learning. 

· Tasks are carefully planned by the class teacher and are structured to support progression in learning. 

· Expectations are clearly set and regularly reviewed. 

· Children receive prompt, clear feedback on their work. 

· Homework is achievable by all pupils.

ALL pupils will be offered some form of homework matched to their age and stage in learning. As pupils progress through the school, the type of activity and amount may be increased, but it is still important to have adequate leisure time. 

Homework should take up a manageable and balanced part of children’s lives.  It should be an enjoyable portion of children’s time, when parents can take an interest in their progress. It is essential that homework does not dictate the pattern of every evening! In addition pupils need time to follow their own personal interests and hobbies. They require time to attend out of school clubs and go on trips and outings with their family. They need quality time to relax and enjoy leisure activities with their family. They need time for exercise and play with their friends. These outside interests develop the ‘whole’ child and are a vital aspect of a child’s learning and development.

Why do we give homework?

· To consolidate, support and extend learning.

· To encourage independent lifelong learning skills.

· To develop organisational skills, self-discipline and responsibility for learning.

· To enable pupils to make use of resources beyond the school learning environment eg town library, museums.

· To place learning in a real world context.

· To encourage parent/carer/school relationships and provide opportunities for parents/carers and pupils to share learning experiences.

· To encourage parents/carers to be a part of their child/rens education.

· To raise parents/carers awareness of what their child is learning at school.

· To prepare pupils for the homework demands of secondary education.

Staff are expected to work towards our aims by: 

· Setting homework which is varied, has a clear focus and takes into account the differing ability levels of the pupils in the class. 

· Making sure that homework extends and consolidates work that has been done in class and mainly focuses on the areas of English, mathematics and topic. 

· Inform parents if their child regularly fails to do their homework or if it is below the expected standard for that child. 

· Praise achievement and ensure that all homework is marked as soon as possible.
Pupils are expected to work towards our aims by: 

· Making full use of all the opportunities they are presented with. 

· Tackling home tasks promptly and with a positive attitude.

· Taking pride in presentation and content, acknowledging the high personal standard expected. 

· Being organised so that necessary books and equipment are not left at school. 

· Taking responsibility for handing in the completed task on the agreed day.

Parents are expected to work towards our aims by: 

· Find a family time where you can support your child with their homework.

· Providing suitable quiet surroundings i.e. not in front of the television. 

· Encouraging younger family members to play quieter games if in the same room. 

· Encouraging children to persevere with a task even if it seems daunting at first, and giving support if necessary. 

· Giving due importance to non-written tasks such as hearing reading and assisting in the learning of times tables, number facts and weekly spellings. 

· Keeping the staff informed of any changes in the child's circumstances which may affect learning.
What homework should we give?

Homework is given purely if it provides positive reinforcement of work done in school.  It is seen as a definite need and not as a time filler.
‘Big Talk’ is given to all pupils at least once per term.  This is an opportunity for parents and children to talk about their experiences or a cross-curricular theme.  
Foundation Stage
Children in Nursery take turns to take home Teddy for ‘Teddy Diaries’ in which the adult carer records the activities that the family and Teddy have participated in over the weekend.  They are also asked to complete a termly homework activity with their parent/carer.  Nursery children have the opportunity to take home a reading book from the class library.
Children in Reception take home school reading books and they are encouraged to read daily.  All Reception children borrow a book from the school library to take home every week.  
In Reception, pupils are given ‘Maths Packs’.  A maths game/activity linked to the weekly maths learning intention is sent home every Friday.  Children are encouraged to complete the game/activity with a parent/carer and return it to school as this helps to reinforce or consolidate the work that has been going on in class.  
Collection of information and resources to support topic work is always encouraged.
Key Stage One

Children in Years One and Two take home levelled guided reading books in addition to books from the class library.  They are encouraged to share and read books daily.  Some children will be given key words to support them in their reading.   Y2 pupils will be given spellings to help them with their writing when appropriate.  All Key Stage One children borrow a book from the school library to take home every week. 
A maths activity linked to ‘Number Bonds’ or ‘Times Tables’ is sent home each week.  Children are encouraged to complete the activity/game with a parent/carer and return it to school as this helps to reinforce or consolidate the work that has been going on in class.   
If a child is interested in the termly topic then research can be completed at home to extend their class work.
Key Stage Two

Children in Years Three, Four, Five and Six are encouraged to read daily.  They take home a class reading book and one book per week from the school library.  They are set spellings in their ‘Spelling for Writing’ booklet which is a personalised spelling programme.  These are set every other Monday and children should use the ‘LOOK, COVER, WRITE, CHECK’ method on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evenings for each of their spelling words.  Additionally they are required to use four of their spelling words in context by writing a quality sentence containing the word.  This homework should be completed and returned to school on Thursday.  The children are tested on these words at the end of the following week and those words spelt correctly will be highlighted in their booklet.  On a non-spelling week, children will be set grammar homework which they have been working on in class.  
Year Three to Six pupils are given a weekly Maths Homework task.  This task will be to learn or practise number facts (number bonds or times tables).
Children in each year group will be set an extensive ongoing individual topic or research project linked to their class topic for the term.  This will only be for the Spring and Summer Terms in Y3.   Teachers will provide a framework for the research/project and a list of the minimum requirements for the completed project.  There will be clear guidelines of what must be included and information and resources to support the task.  Teachers will advise pupils as to the amount of time they should be giving to the task for homework during the course of each week.    
How are class homework routines organised?

Foundation Stage
During the Induction Evenings held annually in July for both Nursery and Reception, parents/carers are informed of the opportunities for homework.  Letters are sent home explaining the home reading system and giving suggestions and prompts.  The children in Reception have a home reading diary where parents/carers are encouraged to communicate with the class teacher who will respond appropriately.  Home readers are changed twice per week at the discretion of the class teacher.  All children are provided with a maths homework book in which the weekly maths homework task is placed.  
It is expected that, up to Year 4, parents/carers will work with and support children with their homework.  From Year 5 onwards, children will be expected to work more independently to prepare them for secondary education.
Key Stage One
During the Curriculum Evening held annually in September, Year One and Year Two parents/carers are informed of the homework routines.  Curriculum letters are sent home explaining the homework procedures.  
Homework is thoroughly explained to the children prior to them taking it home.  Children place their completed maths homework in the ‘homework tray’ provided in each class.  The children share their homework with the teacher and the class and are rewarded with homework stickers or smiley stamps as appropriate.  
On a Friday pupils take home their ‘Guided Reading’ book which is to be returned on a Monday.  Home readers are changed twice per week at the discretion of the class teacher.  The children have a home reading diary where parents/carers are encouraged to communicate with the class teacher who will respond appropriately.  The reading diary is one of the main sources of communication between home and school.  Therefore if it is apparent that the diary is not being looked at by the parent/carer, the class teacher should contact them to discuss.
It is expected that, up to Year 4, parents/carers will work with and support children with their homework.  From Year 5 onwards, children will be expected to work more independently to prepare them for secondary education.
Key Stage Two
The homework routines are explained at the yearly Curriculum Evening held annually in September.  
English (spelling and grammar) and mathematics homework will be given on a Monday each week.  Pupils are expected to complete the homework and hand it in to their teacher on a Thursday.  

Homework tasks should be made clear to children and work should be appropriate for their ability.  In Years 5 & 6, time will be allowed within the lesson for children to write down the details of their homework in their homework diary/reading log.  Parents/carers are encouraged to check homework diaries, enter comments and sign weekly in order to maintain a close liaison between home and school.

A Reading Log or Homework Diary will be maintained  (appropriate for the Year Group), where children will regularly record any of the books they have read whether from a reading scheme, class or school library, town library or their own book.  Parental/carer comments and signature are encouraged and the class teacher will respond appropriately. The Reading Log or Homework Diary is one of the main sources of communication between home and school.  Therefore if it is apparent that the diary is not being looked at by the parent/carer, the class teacher will contact the parent/carers to inform them.
Parents will be informed about termly ‘Research Projects’ by letter which will explain when the project is to be given in.  The letter will also explain how much time children are expected to spend on the homework task.  
It is expected that, up to Year 4, parents/carers will work with and support children with their homework. From Year 5 onwards, children will be expected to work more independently to prepare them for secondary education.
What happens if pupils do not complete the homework set?

Parents/carers are encouraged to inform the school/class teacher if their child has not completed the homework set by writing a note in the reading or homework diary.  Teachers are aware that home circumstances can impact on a child’s ability to complete homework and they will offer support or advice to parents/carers as appropriate.  Children with family difficulties can use the early morning 8:30 – 8:45 session to complete their homework.
If a child in Y3/4 fails to complete homework and hand it to the teacher on a Thursday they will be informed that they will receive a homework detention if they fail to hand their homework in the next morning.  

If a child in Y5/6 fails to complete homework and hand it to the teacher on a Thursday they will receive a homework detention.  Teachers should exercise discretion whether to issue a homework detention.  

Pupils in Y3/4 who are serving a homework detention will remain inside during morning break.  If they have not completed both maths and English homework they will also miss 15 minutes of their lunch play.  Pupils in Y5/6 will remain inside for lunch play if they fail to complete their homework and hand it to the teacher. A homework detention slip will be completed by the class teacher and handed to the Key Stage Manager for monitoring.  
The Upper Key Stage 2 Manager will send a letter when three pieces of homework have not been completed within a term for pupils in Y5/6.  This letter will explain that an after school detention will be given if another piece of homework is not completed on time this term. 
How much homework should be set?
	
	Reception
	Years 1 & 2
	Years 3 & 4
	Year 5 & 6

	Recommend time to be spent  Homework 
	A total of 40 minutes per week.
	A total of approximately 1 hour per week.
	A total of approximately 1.5 hours per week.
	A total of approximately 30 minutes per day.


Please see an example of a ‘Homework Plan’ below.
	
	Reception
	Years 1 & 2

	Monday
	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables
	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables 

	Tuesday
	5 minutes reading


	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables

	Wednesday
	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables
	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables

	Thursday
	5 minutes reading


	5 minutes reading

 5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables

	Friday
	5 minutes reading

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables
	5 minutes reading

 5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables

	Saturday
	No homework
	5 minutes reading (Group Reader)

	Sunday
	No homework
	5 minutes reading (Group Reader)


	
	Years 3 & 4
	Year 5 & 6

	Monday
	10 minutes reading

5 minutes spelling

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables
	20 minutes reading

5 minutes spelling

10 minutes Times Tables

	Tuesday
	10 minutes reading

5 minutes spelling

5 minutes Number Bonds/Times Tables
	20 minutes reading

5 minutes spelling

10 minutes Times Tables

	Wednesday
	10 minutes reading

5 minutes spelling
	20 minutes reading

10 minutes spelling

10 minutes Times Tables

	Thursday
	10 minutes reading
	20 minutes reading

	Friday
	10 minutes reading
	20 minutes reading

	Saturday
	No homework
	No homework

	Sunday
	No homework
	No homework


For pupils in Years 5 & 6, daily reading homework may be reduced to 10 minutes per day when topic homework has been set.
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